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fellows have contributed to my office 
by applying their expertise and analyt-
ical skills to policy issues, and have 
functioned as full members of my staff. 

Let us recognize the APSA Congres-
sional Fellowship Program and its 1,800 
alumni for their contributions to the 
legislative work of Congress and to fur-
thering participation in the democratic 
process.
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LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2003 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crime legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the 
Local Law Enforcement Act, a bill that 
would add new categories to current 
hate crimes law, sending a signal that 
violence of any kind is unacceptable in 
our society. 

I would like to describe a terrible 
crime that occurred in Grand Rapids, 
MI. Justin Bogdanik, 18, was seen June 
25, 2003, getting into a white tractor-
trailer cab. The next day, he was found 
unconscious in a ditch at a Livingston 
County rest stop, 80 miles to the east. 
He had been beaten unconscious, his 
eyes were glued shut, there was adhe-
sive on his genitals, and there were 
signs of sexual torture. Justin was 
taken to a hospital, where he survived 
on life support for almost 2 weeks. He 
died on July 8, 2003. Police in Grand 
Rapids are investigating this brutal at-
tack as a homicide and a hate crime-
related death. 

I believe that government’s first duty 
is to defend its citizens, to defend them 
against the harms that come out of 
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DAVE THOMAS 
∑ Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Dave Thomas—
a man who was known by many and 
loved by all. Dave was a great Amer-
ican, who launched an extremely suc-
cessful career by opening his first 
Wendy’s restaurant in my home State 
of Ohio in Columbus. He passed away in 
January 2002, at the age of 69. 

Earlier this year, along with several 
of our colleagues, Senator LEVIN and I 
introduced—and the Senate accepted 
by unanimous consent—a resolution to 
honor Dave Thomas. And today, Presi-
dent George W. Bush is awarding Dave 
Thomas the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom for his lifetime of philan-
thropy and service to his fellow man. 
While this award is being given to Dave 
posthumously, his tremendous spirit 
continues to be felt in Ohio and across 
our Nation. 

Although he faced incredible chal-
lenges as a child, Dave committed him-

self to success through a simple life 
philosophy: ‘‘work hard and be hon-
est.’’ Dave grew up in a family that was 
constantly on the move, his father al-
ways looking for steady work. Getting 
a start in the restaurant business at 
the young age of 12, Dave worked hard 
to help his struggling family while 
going to school at the same time. How-
ever, school wasn’t easy for Dave 
Thomas. The constant moving landed 
him in 12 schools in 10 years. Dave 
dropped out of the 10th grade because 
it interfered with his work. He did, 
however, eventually earn his GED as 
an adult in 1993, a GED from Coconut 
Creek High School in Fort Lauderdale, 
FL. 

In 1953, Dave had a job working for 
Phil Clauss at one of his Hobby House 
restaurants in Fort Wayne, IN, but 
Dave’s father decided to move the fam-
ily again. Dave refused to leave his job 
and stayed at a YMCA, without the 
comforts of home or his loved ones. 
Soon after, Thomas served in the Ko-
rean war as a cook. When he came 
back, Phil Clauss promoted him to be 
an assistant manager of his newest 
Hobby House restaurant. It was then 
that Dave met COL Harland Sanders, 
who had stopped by the restaurant one 
day to promote his Kentucky Fried 
Chicken franchise. 

Clauss acquired four in Columbus, 
but they didn’t fare well, so he re-
cruited Thomas to turn them around in 
exchange for 45 percent ownership. Not 
surprisingly, Dave succeeded. By 1968, 
Dave sold his interest back to KFC for 
$1 million. The capital that Dave col-
lected from the Kentucky Fried Chick-
en restaurants allowed him to open up 
his own hamburger restaurant in Co-
lumbus—and the rest is history. 

Dave Thomas built his successful res-
taurant dynasty upon his sound and 
strong moral beliefs. However, his cor-
porate achievements take a distant 
second place to his philanthropic con-
tributions—especially to the cause of 
adopted children. He was given up for 
adoption as an infant, and his adoptive 
mother died when he was only 5 years 
old. But it was a sense of family—of be-
longing to a group of people who cared 
for him—that got Dave through his 
early life adversity. Dave Thomas 
never forgot the benefits his adopted 
life gave him. And so later, he com-
mitted his life to provide the same op-
portunities for others. 

Dave contributed millions of dollars 
to hospitals and charitable organiza-
tions. He founded the Dave Thomas 
Foundation for Adoption in 1992 and 
the profits from his books go directly 
to the Foundation. Dave also estab-
lished the Dave and Lorraine Thomas 
Clinical Laboratories at Columbus’ 
Children’s Hospital. 

He believed in philanthropy with a 
personal touch, whether it be his own 
letter-writing campaign to CEOs of the 
Fortune 1000 companies to ask them to 
make adoption benefits available to 
employees, or meeting with lawmakers 
to push for important adoption legisla-

tion. Dave truly believed that giving 
back to his community was of para-
mount importance, and I commend him 
for that. 

We shared our interest in finding 
safe, loving, and permanent homes for 
thousands of at-risk children in this 
country. I remember Dave to be a kind 
and genuine person who remarked that 
his greatest heroes were the children 
and parents who had come together as 
families. I had the opportunity to work 
with Dave Thomas in the development 
of the Adoption and Safe Families Act. 
As a national advocate for adoption 
rights, he played a key role in helping 
us get the bill passed and signed into 
law. At the bill’s signing ceremony in 
1997, then-President and First Lady 
Clinton praised Dave’s work and his 
tireless commitment to children. 

In January 2002, President Bush 
praised Dave’s adoption work at the 
signing ceremony of the Promoting 
Safe and Stable Families law, which 
Senator ROCKEFELLER and I introduced 
in the fall of 2001. President Bush was 
quite right when he said: ‘‘Dave’s vi-
sion of America was one in which all 
children would be a part of a loving 
family, so they could grow into healthy 
and happy and successful adults. The 
bill I’m [signing] will bring us closer to 
his vision.’’ I couldn’t agree more. 

Indeed, Dave Thomas was a success-
ful businessman who used his good for-
tune to help those in need. By helping 
so many children at risk, he testified 
to his true compassion and dedication 
to humanity. As Chesterton once said: 
‘‘Great men take up great space even 
when they are gone.’’ Dave Thomas 
will continue to take up great space on 
this Earth—not just in buildings or 
foundations but in lives touched and 
lives changed. He will continue to live 
on through his great work and his deep 
compassion and commitment to bring-
ing families together. We will remem-
ber Dave Thomas always.∑
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COMMENDING MAYOR JAMES 
DOYLE AND THE CITY OF PAW-
TUCKET 

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I commend 
Mayor James Doyle and the city of 
Pawtucket, RI for being recognized by 
the United States Conference of May-
ors Best Small Business Practices 2003. 
This public-private partnership be-
tween the Conference of Mayors and 
American Management Services identi-
fies outstanding programs and initia-
tives that successfully promote busi-
ness development. 

Over the past few years, as Rhode Is-
land has witnessed a decline in manu-
facturing, cities throughout the State 
have increasingly been left with unused 
plants and mills. This trend has been 
especially apparent in Pawtucket, a 
city that had been a symbol of manu-
facturing and industrial innovation 
ever since Samuel Slater successfully 
built cotton spinning machines at 
Slater Mill in 1793. For the next 200 
years, Pawtucket was home to a thriv-
ing textile industry and machines and 
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